Wayside PTA Delegate Update
MCCPTA Central Area Summer Advocacy Meeting
Meeting Date: July 29, 2026
Location: Wootton High School

About This Summary
This update is based on the MCCPTA Briefing prepared following the MCCPTA Central Area Summer Advocacy Meeting held on July 29, 2026.
Acknowledgements
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· Amy Ackerberg-Hastings, MCCPTA Central Area Vice President, who drafted the summary of the Central Area Summer Advocacy Meeting.
· Betsy Tao, Beall Elementary School PTA President.
· Jonathan Thessin, Beall Elementary School MCCPTA Delegate and Richard Montgomery Cluster Coordinator.
Many thanks to Amy, Betsy, and Jonathan for sharing these countywide advocacy updates with Central Area PTAs. This summary has been adapted for the Wayside PTA community. 

Central Area Summer Advocacy Meeting Highlights
More than 90 community members attended the MCCPTA Central Area Summer Advocacy Meeting on July 29. Participants included:
· Montgomery County Executive Marc Elrich
· Members of the Montgomery County Board of Education
· Rockville Mayor Monique Ashton
· Rockville City Councilmembers
· MCPS Superintendent Dr. Thomas Taylor
· PTA leaders, school administrators, and community members from across the Central Area
The meeting focused on several important countywide issues affecting MCPS students and families. 

Key Advocacy Topics
Building Strong School Communities
Participants discussed the importance of maintaining unified, community-focused student bodies as MCPS implements new articulation patterns and school assignments.
The discussion emphasized supporting students and families through school transitions while preserving strong school communities. 

Grade 9 English Curriculum
Community members shared respectful and constructive feedback regarding the 9th Grade English curriculum.
The discussion focused on providing meaningful community input while supporting high-quality instruction. 

Student Safety and Code of Conduct
Participants discussed the importance of:
· Comprehensive safety training
· Consistent implementation of the MCPS Student Code of Conduct
· Uniform application of student discipline and safety expectations across MCPS schools
Families emphasized the importance of consistent practices to ensure safe learning environments for all students. 

Multilingual Family Engagement
A recurring theme was strengthening multilingual family engagement across MCPS.
Discussion included the need to:
· Expand multilingual outreach
· Meet families where they gather within the community
· Improve communication with families in their preferred languages
· Increase engagement with traditionally underrepresented communities
Participants emphasized that effective family engagement requires multiple communication channels beyond traditional school communications. 

Improving the MCPS Website
Community members discussed the challenges families experience navigating the MCPS website.
MCPS staff indicated that website navigation improvements are expected during August to make information easier to locate. 

School Facility Condition Index (FCI)
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/facilities/FCI/
[bookmark: _GoBack]MCPS has completed Facility Condition Index (FCI) assessments for every school. The FCI evaluates the physical condition of school buildings and helps inform long-term capital planning and maintenance priorities.
A lower score (closer to 0) indicates a building is in better physical condition. The FCI does not by itself determinewhether a school receives modernization or construction funding. Other factors, including enrollment, educational programs, and Capital Improvement Program priorities, are also considered. 
⭐ Wayside Elementary Highlight
Wayside Elementary Facility Condition Index (FCI) Depleted Value is 0.288223.
This relatively low FCI indicates that Wayside Elementary is currently in good physical condition compared with many aging MCPS facilities.
What this means
· Lower FCI values indicate buildings in better condition.
· Wayside's FCI of 0.288223 reflects a relatively well-maintained facility.
· The FCI is one planning tool used by MCPS and does not alone determine future capital projects.
· Facility planning decisions also consider enrollment projections, educational needs, and available funding.

Board of Education Handbook Changes
At its July 16 meeting, the Board of Education considered proposed revisions to its Board Handbook affecting transparency and public participation.
The Board postponed action on these revisions, providing additional opportunity for community input before a future vote. 
Proposed Change #1 — Access to Supporting Documents
Current Practice
The Board currently aims to publish meeting agendas and supporting documents before Board meetings.
Proposed Change
The proposal would require only that the agenda be posted seven days before a meeting, while removing the expectation that supporting reports be made available in advance.
Why This Matters
Potential impacts include:
· Less time for families to review reports.
· Reduced opportunity to prepare testimony.
· Less opportunity to contact Board members before votes are taken.
· Reduced public participation in informed decision-making.

Proposed Change #2 — Public Testimony
Current Practice
Priority for oral testimony currently goes to individuals who have not testified during the previous 30 days.
Proposed Change
Priority would instead be given only to individuals who have never testified before.
Concern
The proposal could unintentionally reduce opportunities for experienced community advocates and PTA leaders to participate in Board discussions.
Suggested Alternative
Rather than excluding returning speakers, the briefing suggests limiting the number of speakers on each topic so that both new and experienced voices can be heard. 

Call to Action
Because the Board postponed its vote on the proposed handbook revisions, community members still have an opportunity to share feedback.
Families are encouraged to email the Board of Education at:
boe@mcpsmd.org
to express support for:
· Transparency in Board decision-making
· Timely public access to supporting documents
· Meaningful opportunities for public testimony and community engagement. 

Screen Time Audit Approved
On July 16, the Board of Education unanimously approved a resolution directing MCPS to conduct a comprehensive review of student screen time and digital tool use in Grades K–8.
The resolution recognizes concerns that excessive screen use may negatively affect:
· Student learning
· Mental well-being
· Physical well-being
MCPS will examine current digital tool use across elementary and middle schools. 
Next Steps
According to Superintendent Dr. Thomas Taylor, MCPS will:
· Analyze device usage data
· Gather community input
· Develop a work plan for the audit
The results of the audit will help inform future decisions regarding instructional technology and student screen time. 

What This Means for Wayside Families
Several countywide advocacy topics are especially relevant to the Wayside community:
· Stay informed about future Board of Education policy decisions affecting transparency and public participation.
· Participate in opportunities to provide feedback during the K–8 screen time audit.
· Monitor future MCPS facility planning and Capital Improvement Program discussions affecting Wayside Elementary.
· Support multilingual family engagement and improved communication throughout MCPS.
· Advocate for consistent implementation of student safety practices and the Student Code of Conduct across all schools.
Wayside PTA will continue to monitor these countywide advocacy issues and share updates as additional information becomes available.
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